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Dear Colleague

Re: Nurse Practitioners Referring for Plain Film X-rays

The PCTs in Bradford are working with colleagues in Bradford Teaching Hospitals Foundation Trust to enable Nurse Practitioners to refer for plain film X-rays. In order to progress this it is necessary for the PCTs to assure BTHFT that robust clinical governance arrangements are in place. 

Referral guidelines have been agreed and are enclosed. In addition, the PCT needs to be confident that the following is maintained so that we can provide BTHFT with a current list of Nurse Practitioners approved to refer for plain film X-rays:

· Qualified Nurse Practitioners have undertaken the Ionising Radiation Course (provided by BTHFT) and update annually using information received from the Radiology Department.

· There is an ongoing mentoring relationship with a named GP in the practice that provides opportunity for supervision and reflection on practice.

· Referrals will be audited at least quarterly during the first year against criteria in the RCR Working Party guidelines 1. (A suggested framework is enclosed).

· Audit results will be used to inform annual appraisal and professional development planning.

· Evidence of the above will be made available to the PCT if requested

If you wish to be included on the list of Nurse Practitioners approved by Bradford South & West PCT to refer for plain film X-rays, please complete the attached form and return it to me by date.

Regards

Liz Allen

Head of Professional Development

1. RCR Working Party. Making the Best Use of a Department of Clinical Radiology: Guidelines for Doctors (Fifth Edition). London: The Royal College of Radiologists, 2003.
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